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7 September 2015 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I am pleased to finally be sitting down for the first time to write to you as the new Head of Senior School.  The 

weeks have passed in a flash since I watched the wonderful climax of the School year in July on Commemoration 

Day.  I am looking forward to total immersion in School life in the weeks ahead and hope that you will feel able to 

come and find me when you visit the School campus. 

 

The content of the first Senior School Routh assembly today highlighted that, in addition to the wonderful 

examination achievements, many of the pupils have been engaged in a range of challenging and developmental 

activities during the vacation.  There appears to have been Bromsgrove School footfall on every continent over the 

summer.  Whether the trip was to the sun kissed peak of Snowdon or in the company of the Hadzabe tribe of 

Tanzania, every participant will have returned wiser and with a new story to tell in years to come.  I am grateful to 

all colleagues involved in the organisation of the programme for their willingness to go the extra mile for the 

pupils. 

 

Our long vacations allow for a rich programme of additional opportunities and for a great degree of flexibility when 

making arrangements for family gatherings.  I am, therefore, committed to protecting scheduled academic lessons 

and other School commitments from disruption in the term ahead. With this in mind, I should make reference to 

the imminent Rugby World Cup.  As usual, our position, is that pupils should not miss School commitments in 

order to attend matches.  We will be arranging the screening of at least eight matches in the early stages of the 

tournament so that pupils are able to gather to enjoy the spectacle and atmosphere.  A list of fixtures to be 

screened will be published soon to House notice boards.  Please be advised that an application for leave of 

absence for your son or daughter to attend a match is, therefore, unlikely to be authorised. 

 

The pupils are immaculately presented today.  Thank you for the effort and investment you have made to support 

our dress code.  There will naturally be one or two conversations regarding hairstyles and hemlines as the pupils, 

new and old, adjust to School life after the vacation. 

 

All pupils will now have met their Tutor and, of course, their Houseparent.  Please use the Tutor as the first port of 

call for any developing concerns or for advice regarding any aspect of School life.  The pastoral and academic 

teams are here to help bring the best out of every pupil. 

 

We are looking forward to another great term of sport and have challenging block fixtures against Marlborough 

and Warwick this weekend.  It may be helpful to be reminded that we have a dedicated sports fixture website that 

is accessible via the School website and that the termly calendar is now published in an online format only.  I will 

be on the touchlines at every opportunity and look forward to meeting many of you on our fixture afternoons. 

 

This weekend we are welcoming a large number of Old Bromsgrovians who were schooled over fifty years ago 

back to the School.  I am looking forward to hearing their tales of School life in a bygone era. 

 

In closing, I would like to highlight the wealth of information that is available to all parents through the website and 

the parent portal in particular.  As a parent, I have been hugely impressed by the quality and quantity of 

information that is readily accessible.  However, if there are aspects that you feel we can improve in the Senior 

School, please do feel free to let us know.  It is wonderful to have seen the School return to life with the return of 

the pupils and I know that there are exciting and challenging weeks ahead for all the members of this special 

community. 

 

With every good wish, 

 
Jeremy Hallows  

Head of Senior School  
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